20                     AGASTYAPANDlTA's BALA BHARATA

Dharma an attempt to develop the spirit of reconciliation and
syncretism started during this age and gradually developed into the
philosophy called 'Hariharadvaita'.

Thus having harmonised Vaisnavism and 5'aivism the leaders
of the orthodox 'religions, poets and scholars of the day took to
the study of Puranas and Epics and gradually the latter occupied
the religious literature of the people at large in place of VEDIC
SAMHITAS and BRAHMANA TEXTS.

Thus PURANAS and EPICS became the fountain head of the
religious awakening. Samskrita as an instrument in unifying the
country continued to be the language of the religious philosophy
and sciences, and of the courts also, where learning was patronised.
In religious mutts and centres 5ASTRAS and EPICS were studied
and reinterpretted. And in this process local languages like Telugu,
Kannada, and Tamil gradually became the vehicles of the resurgent
religious thought.

During this period the great epic MAHABHARATA acquired
a special status. It was almost used as a book of education.
It inspired the poets and the dramatists of the day as an inex-
haustible mine for their plots and themes. It was considered
the golden treasury of the ideals of moral ethical and spiritual
life. "The stories of the epics were recited and expounded in
kings palaces and peasents huts, to an enraptured audience" "
"It has attracted alike the celebrated philosophers like Adi^ankara
and Kumarila",36 famous emperors like Rdjarojanarendra, Manu"
masiddhi and Ganapati Deva and talented poets like Nan"
naya, Tikkana, Yerrana of ANDHRAMAHABHARATA fame,
Agastyapandita of BALABHARATA fame, Gangadharabhatta of
BHARATANATAKAKATHA fame, Anantabhatta of CAMP??
BHARATA fame. "The immortal stories of this grand epic have
almost become the music and colour of the life of the people of
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